The Chinese Military Updates Chinese Nuclear Strategy: Translated Excerpts

The following excerpts are from a Chinese military text titled The Science of Military
Strategy. The book was authored by the Strategic Research Department of the Chinese
Academy of Military Sciences and published in December 2013.
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The excerpts were translated by Gregory Kulacki and are listed in the order they appear in
the UCS white paper titled The Chinese Military Updates Chinese Nuclear Strategy. At the end
of each translated excerpt is the page number where the original Chinese, listed below each
translation, can be found in The Science of Military Strategy.

1. Asithas been for a long time, the objective of China’s development and utilization of
nuclear weapons is concentrated on preventing enemy nations from using or
threatening to use nuclear weapons against us. (p. 172)
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2. The directed nature of the target of deterrence. From the first day China possessed
nuclear weapons it openly declared and committed not to use nuclear weapons, or
threaten to use nuclear weapons, against non-nuclear weapons states or regions. This
restricted the use of our country’s nuclear weapons, and the target of nuclear

deterrence, to nuclear-armed states. China’s nuclear deterrent is only directed at
nuclear-armed states; it is only in effect against nuclear weapons states. (p. 172)
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3. Limited objective of deterrence. China’s nuclear deterrent will not be used to deter non-
nuclear enemy military activity and its effect in other non-nuclear military areas is also
not evident. Strictly limiting the scope of the effect of nuclear deterrence to the hostile

nuclear activities of nuclear-armed states makes the objective and the scope of the
effect of China’s nuclear deterrent progressively more focused. (p. 172)
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. Defensive nature of the method of deterrence. China holds a policy of no first use of
nuclear weapons, only using nuclear weapons in self-defense after an enemy country
uses nuclear weapons against us. Chinese nuclear deterrence is built on the foundation
of effective retaliation, and through the actual strength as well as the possibility of

creating for the enemy unbearable nuclear destruction, accomplish the objective of
preventing an enemy nuclear attack. This is defensive nuclear deterrence. (p. 172)
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. After the United States and the Soviet Union went through a nuclear arms race and
reached a balance of nuclear terror, they could not but face the fact that a nuclear war
has no winner, that it would create the cruel reality of ‘nuclear winter’ and that they
must therefore make a new strategic choice to actively control the strategic motivations

to use nuclear weapons, and switch to relying on fighting limited regional wars under
the conditions of nuclear deterrence to obtain limited political war objectives. (p. 89)
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. On the question of nuclear deterrence, maintaining an appropriate degree of ambiguity,
allowing opponents to guess about China’s nuclear capability, the scale and timing of a
Chinese nuclear retaliatory attack, etc. increases the degree of difficulty for the

opponent’s policy, helping raise the effective deterrent function of China’s limited
nuclear force. (p. 173)
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. There are in principle two target categories for a nuclear attack, military targets and
urban targets. Politically, attacking military targets is comparatively more acceptable.
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Militarily, it enables gaining the initiative, which is beneficial to controlling the war
situation. But it requires comparatively high requirements for the number, precision
and destructive function of nuclear weapons. In order to effectively destroy an
opponent’s nuclear forces a preemptive nuclear attack is generally required. This is the
choice commonly pursued by large nuclear countries with aggressive nuclear strategies.
Targeting cities can cause great damage to an enemy society and a large loss of life,
which creates the effect of strong astonishment while having comparatively lower
requirements for the scale of the force of a nuclear attack, the capabilities of nuclear
weapons, the timing of a nuclear attack, etc. (p. 175)
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When carrying out a nuclear retaliatory attack, there is the need to create unendurable
damage to the opponent, to frighten the opponent, while at the same time controlling
the degree of the strength of retaliation, the pace and the scope of the target, where the
goal is not to win a nuclear war, but to avoid a creating with an opponent the situation
of a nuclear counterattack. (p. 176)
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When conditions are prepared and when necessary, we can, under conditions
confirming the enemy has launched nuclear missiles against us, before the enemy
nuclear warheads have reached their targets and effectively exploded, before they have
caused us actual nuclear damage, quickly launch a nuclear missile retaliatory strike.
This is in accord with our guiding policy of no first use of nuclear weapons and can
effectively avoid having our nuclear forces suffer great losses, raising the ability of our
nuclear missiles to survive and retaliate. (p. 175)
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On the one hand, nuclear arms control and disarmament has a positive effect on
preserving strategic stability, preventing the outbreak of nuclear war, limiting the scale
of nuclear war, reducing the destruction of nuclear war, reducing military expenditures,
etc. These are the principal motivations behind and the reasons why worldwide nuclear
arms control and disarmament continues to move forward. On the other hand, nuclear
arms control and disarmament is also, especially to the large nuclear nations, an
important means of fighting for and protecting nuclear superiority strategic superiority
for limiting, weakening the nuclear capabilities of strategic opponents. (p. 176)
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Select the style, methods, measures and tactics of the nuclear arms control and
disarmament struggle according to the standard and requirements of protecting
national security and development interests. (p. 177)

BBAMNTHY BRE LA BT ERER, &5 T
MEESBEFLF07 X 7&k. TH, K%

Nuclear arms control and disarmament is an important trend in global military affairs,
appropriate for this era, consistent with the objectives of China’s nuclear policy and the
development of China’s nuclear weapons, and compatible with the overall requirement
for national peace and development. We should energetically put forward the proper
effort and take on the proper responsibility. (p. 177)
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At the same time, China’s nuclear forces are relatively small and weak, China’s nuclear
foundation is comparatively fragile and the influence of nuclear arms control and
disarmament on the nation’s actual nuclear force is relatively clear. So when putting
into practice concrete nuclear arms control and disarmament operations complete
caution is required. If the time is not ripe, if conditions are not prepared, if we have an
inaccurate grasp of the opponents’ motives or the consequences of actions can not be
estimated, we cannot act hastily. (p. 177-178)
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In the recent past, the present and for a period in the future, international nuclear arms
control and disarmament is still a struggle between Russia and the United States, the
countries with the most nuclear weapons in their arsenals. Actual nuclear strength is
the foundation for conducting struggle in nuclear arms control and disarmament, and
China’s actual nuclear strength is still comparatively weak. The gap between the
practical needs of protecting national security and the requirements of future military
struggle is relatively large. We should develop to seek the initiative, grasp opportunities
and lay a firm foundation for future participation in a realistic nuclear arms control and
disarmament process, progressively striving to gain the initiative in the nuclear arms
control and disarmament struggle. (p. 178)
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In recent years, the nuclear security situation facing our country is, in general, trending
towards complexity. First, the principal target of China’s nuclear struggle is the nation
with the strongest actual nuclear capability. The United States is making China its
principal strategic opponent and is intensifying construction of a missile defense
system in the East Asia region, creating increasingly serious effects on the reliability
and effectiveness of a Chinese retaliatory nuclear attack. (p. 171)
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16. Against the background of continually expanding advantages in conventional military
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power and the accelerating construction of a global missile defense system, U.S. reliance
on nuclear weapons is progressively being reduced through decreases in the number of
nuclear weapons and limits on the scope of the roles played by nuclear weapons, etc. (p.
170-171)
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The United States, while reducing its nuclear arsenal, is preserving, even accelerating,
its ability, when needed, to rapidly increase its nuclear forces, and add to the

manpower, technical resources and infrastructure of its actual nuclear strength. (p.
171)
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The United States is currently putting into effect a plan for a conventional “rapid global
strike” which, as soon as it becomes an actual combat capability, used to carry out a
conventional attack against our nuclear missile forces, will put us in a passive position,

greatly influencing our nuclear retaliatory capability, weakening the effectiveness of
our nuclear deterrent. (p.171)

% B B /2 LA L Beik A sRAT RN, — B R ERAE S, AT
ARFEMEA T EETNTE, FEERLTHII AL, XK K#H
BABER T, W) 55 R AR o

The United States is strengthening traditional military alliance relationships and
establishing new strategic partnership relations with the aim of building around the

land mass of Asia a massive naval alliance system to realize the strategic need to
contain China’s rise. (p. 73)
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While promoting the reduced role of nuclear weapons, it stresses continuing to
preserve U.S. nuclear superiority. While consolidating and expanding superiority in

conventional weapons, it is expending great energy developing space, cyber and other
new types of war-fighting forces. (p. 52)
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For the present, the construction and development of nuclear forces should be centered
on raising the informational technology of nuclear weapons systems, strengthening
command and control, constructing strategic early warning and rapid response
capability, continuously enhancing penetration capability under informationalized
conditions, protection and survival capabilities, rapid response capability, mobility, etc.
actively raising the credibility of nuclear deterrence. (p. 148)
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